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Ringers were active on Lundy for five weeks in spring and eight weeks in autumn
1986, ringing a total of 2572 birds and so surpassing even the previous two years’ high
numbers. Swallows made up over a third of this total, exceptionally large numbers
being cauiht in autumn by using tape-luring techniques. Among the other common
species, the large numbers of Blackbirds, Blackcaps and Willow Warblers were
typical, while the totals of Meadow Pipits and Chiffchaffs were higher than usual.

With a grand total of sixteen Storm Petrels ringed between 1947 and 1985, the 29
caught in four nights in July 1986 showed, as with Swallows, the difference that
tape-luring makes. However there is no such explanation for the ten Yellow-browed

arblers caught (previous grand total: 10); they reflect a remarkable autumn influx.
Other unusual species ringed included a Spotted Crake (new to the island’s ringing
list), a Wryneck, two Melodious Warblers, a Red-backed Shrike and an Ortolan. A
complete list of ringing totals for 1986 is given below.

After the previous year’s long list, the numbers of recoveries and controls in
1986 was disappointing. They included a Manx Shearwater, hatched on Skomer,
visiting Lundy as a pre-breeding three-year-old, a fourteen-year-old Lundy Shag
found in Cornwall and a Swallow and a Chiffchaff showing typical migration. Full
details are given below.
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RINGING TOTALS 1986

Manx Shearwater 41 Grasshopper Warbler
Storm Petrel 29 Sedge Warbler
Sparrowhawk 1 Reed Warbler
Kestrel 1 Melodious Warbler
Water Rail 2 Lesser Whitethroat
Spotted Crake* 1 Whitethroat
Dunlin 1 Garden Warbler
Snipe 2 Blackcap
Wryneck 1 Yellow-browed Warbler
Skylark 6 Wood Warbler
Sand Martin 12 Chiffchaff
Swallow 874 Willow Warbler
House Martin 11 Goldcrest
Tree Pipit 6 Firecrest
Meadow Pipit 194 Spotted Flycatcher
Grey Wagtail 5 Pied Flycatcher
Pied Wagtail 6 Red-backed Shrike
Wren 37 Starling
Dunnock 51 House Sparrow
Robin 70 Chaffinch
Redstart 37 Greenfinch
Whinchat 8 Goldfinch
Stonechat 2 Siskin
Wheatear 3 Linnet
Blackbird 100 Redpoll
Song Thrush 15 Ortolan
Redwing 16

Total

*Added to the Lundy ringing list in 1986.

RECOVERIES AND CONTROLS, 1986

130
10

272
268

2572

FR49543 Manx Shearwater. Ringed as pullus on Skomer, Dyfed, 30.8.83. Control-

led on Lundy, 21.7.86. (77km; bearing 144°; 1056 days).

1102013 Shag. Ringed as pullus on Lundy, 12.7.72. Found dead at Lizard Point,

Cornwall, 11.4.86. (151km; 195°; 5021 days).

C316712 Swallow. Ringed as juvenile on Lundy, 28.9.84. Controlled at Par Beach,

Cornwall, 16.9.86. (91km; 181°; 718 days).

XH99401 Blackbird. Ringed as juvenile male on Lundy, 15.9.84. Found dead on

Lundy, 17.5.86. (609 days).

ON9664 Chiffchaff. Ringed as full grown male at Portland Bill, Dorset, 2.4.86.

Controlled on Lundy, 12.4.86. (171km; 295°; 10 days).
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