
SYSTEMATIC LIST OF BIRDS, 1984 

The sequence and nomenclature follow that of A Species List of British and Irish 
Birds (revised 1978 to follow the Voous sequence) , published by the British Trust for 
Ornithology . 

Black-throated Diver Cavia arctica. One flew north on 26th March , only the 
fourth for Lundy. The last previous was in 1967. 

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus. One of these very rare vagrants was seen on 
19th February. 

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis. Seen casually in small numbers up to sixteen. 
Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus. Breeds. Principal counts were of a 

thousand during April, May and June. 
Gannet Su/a bassana. Seen regularly in small numbers with 7th June fifteen , 

14th June 40 plus . In autumn 24th September thirty-one , 27th September 59. On 29th 
September one crash landed and was found to have been shot and was transferred to 
the mainland. 

Cormorant Phalcrocorax carbo. Movements up to eleven northwards in April 
and May. A peak of twenty-four southwards in autumn on 25th September. 

Shag Pha/acrocorax aristotelis. Present as usual and on 22nd September eighteen 
were counted. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta. A vagrant to Lundy and one on 6th May is only the 
second. 

Brent Goose Branta Bernicla. A rare vagrant to Lundy and the eighth passed on 
24th September. 

Wigeon Anas penelope. A scarce visitor and one male appeared on 24th 
February. 

Teal Anas crecca. Two on the 12th November and one on 5th December. 
Mallard An as p/atyrhynchos. Six on 22nd September of this rare visitor. 
Shoveler Anas clypeata. A pair on lOth February , only the tenth record for 

Lundy. 
Black Kite Milvus migrans. One on 20th April was a first for Lundy. First seen by 

RJC at 7.45 flying down channel it was mobbed over Landing Bay by Herring Gulls. 
After apparently going to roost at Millcombe disturbance caused it to circle over the 
Ugly, was watched outside the Tavern by many observers, circled upwards near 
Tibbetts and was lost to view. Most of the few British records have been in spring 
moving northwards from wintering in West Africa. 

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus. One on 2nd October , one on 27th and 29th 
October was a female. A very rare migrant to Lundy. 

Sparrow hawk Accipiter nisus. A fairly rare migrant to Lundy, one female stayed 
from 14th to 21st April and a male on 22nd April. 

Buzzard Buteo buteo. Now a rare visitor to Lundy and one stayed from 16th to 
27th January and one from 7th to 12th April. 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus. A very rare vagrant to Lundy . One flew overhead on 
17th May passing NW. 

Kestrel Falco tinnuncu/us. Seen all year with three staying from 17th September 
to the end of the year. 

Merlin Fa/eo columbarius. This very rare migrant appeared as singles on 3rd 
April , 15th May , during September and October but four on 7th October. 

Hobby Fa/eo subbuteo. One of these very rare visitors came on 28th April. 
Peregrine Fa/eo peregrinus. Now an infrequent visitor. One male on 27th April 

and 3rd May and another on 26th July but two on 27th September. 
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Water Rail Rallus aquaticus. One on passage on 11th March and one on 24th 
March. 

Corncrake Crex crex. One of these occasional visitors was found on 25th and 
26th June . 

Moorhen Ga flinufa chforopus. One of these rare spring visitors stayed from 17th 
to 2 1st May. 

Cool Fufica atra. A rare vagrant and one was found on 7th October north of 
Landing Bay . 

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostrafegus. Present as usual with twelve on 17th 
January , on 19th September six, 24th September nine , October to December up to 
three. 

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticufa. A rare spring migrant but one was found on 
19th May and three on 23rd . In autumn on 11th August one flew north calling . 

Dotterel Charadrius m orinelfus. A rare spring and autumn migrant. 21st April 
two, 28th April one . In autumn six on 23rd August and three on 27th were important 
records . 

Golden Plover Pfuviafis apricaria. 16th January one, 1st February two , singles in 
Apri l and May, 27th A ugust five, lOth September 4, 11th September six, 9th October 
three. 

Lapwing Vane/Ius vane/Ius. Up to fifteen in January , e igh teen in February and 
50 at e nd of March , twenty in November and ten in December. 

Sanderling Cafidris alba. Two of these very rare migrants to Lundy appeared on 
3rd September . 

Purple Sandpiper Cafidris maritima. O ne wintering on 17th January and 1st 
February and one on 23rd March. 

Dunlin Calidris alba. Singles on 30th April, 1st and 2nd May, 14th May seven, 
24t h to 29th May six, singles in September and November. 

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus. One of these rare migrants came in spring 
on 29th March. In autumn two on 23rd November and one on 13th December. 

Snipe Gallinago gallinago. A few in January , 12th February ten, 16th February 
fifteen , 2 1st March five, ten during November and fifteen during December. 

Woodcock Sco fopax rusticofa. Rather rare in spring and singles on 7th January , 
twice in February and 29th March were unusua l, 14th November three was the only 
other record. 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa fapponica. On 20th January Keith Mortimer found a 
Bar-tailed Godwit which is a first for January. On 27th April thirteen were counted, 
28th April fo ur , 4th May three of this unusual species. 

Whimbrel Num enius phaeopus. 18th April the first early arriva l, 22nd April 
two, 27th April nine , 6th to 20th May six. No autumn records this year. 

Curlew Numenius arquata. Not numerous at first but increased to nine and then 
twenty-nine o n 24th February, up to ten during March and April , 4th June four, a 
peak of 44 on 3rd July, 27th September twenty-six , 3rd November 21, 4th November 
eleven. 

Redshank Tringa totanus. One of these scarce visitors on 20th January to 22nd 
January and 2 1st April one were the only records. 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia. A rare spring migrant but two were found on 
22nd April and one on 22nd April. In autumn one was recorded on 26th September. 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus. Rare in spring , one at Pondsbury on 13th 
May and one in autumn on 26th September. 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypofeucos. 22nd April the first two then singles all 
May. One o n 3rd September was the only autumn record . 
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Turnstone A renaria interpres. One on 17th January was the only record of this 
sca rce visitor. 

Great Skua Stercorarius skua. Two of these very rare vagrants were seen on 23rd 
Se pte mber by Tim Davis and Olive Mason close inshore off North Light. 25th 
Se pte mber one . 

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus. On ly a few . 22nd July two , 24th July one , 
27th July one juveni le . 

Common Gull Larus can us. Two of these uncommon visitors were see n on 17th 
Septe mbe r. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus. Breeding, no census. 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus. Breeding, no census. 
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperbareus. Only the third record for Lundy, the second 

was o n 12th and 16th April1 983 . 
Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus. Breeding, no census. 
Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla. 7th January two , 8th January 50, 22nd March 50, not 

more than e ight in September . 

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis. Two only on 25th and 26th Apri l. T his 
species has now been reco rded annually sice 197 1. 

Common Tern Sterna hirunda. One on ly of this rare autumn migrant on 1st 
Septe mber. 

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea. O ne of these ve ry ra re vagrants on 25th 
Septe mber was a juvenile. Six 'comic' te rns seen on 25th September were considered 
to be this species. 

Guillemot Uria aa/ge. Breeding in large number as usual and on 18th June vast 
numbers were seen. Two ' Bridled ' were found . 

Razorbill A/ea tarda. Breeding in good numbers up to 100 during March with 
150 on 28th . Vast numbers at Jenny's on 18th June. Still six on 1st November. 

Puffin Fratercula arctica. Breeding. 29th March twelve, 8th April twe lve , 18th 
June twenty-five , 19th July ten, 25th September one . 

Stock Dove Calumba aenas. One of this species rare to Lundy came on 26th 
Fe brua ry with singles on lOth March , 19th and 25th March and 3rd April. Singles also 
o n 15th September and 7th and 8th November. 

Wood pigeon Calumba palumbus. Present as usual in every month with up to five 
frequent from January to July and two from August to the end of the year. 

Collared Dove Streptapelia decaacta. A regula r visitor, the first one on lOth 
M a rch increasing to fi ve in April and May 17th ten, 19th May twelve, 1st June 
seventeen , 22nd June six and 7th October one . 

Turtle Dove Streptape/ia furfur. T he first one on 24th April , 27th April five, 9th 
M ay three, 1st June seven, 14th June four , 24th August two , 15th October last one. 

Cuckoo Cuculus canarus. The first one on 18th April , one male and one female 
on 22nd April , four seen during May, one at least during June, a juvenile was seen on 
5th and 6th August. 

Little Owl Athene nactus. On 1st June one was calling outisde the Tavern and 
late r at Millcombe. This is the fourth for Lundy. 

Short-eared Owl A sia flammeus. A scarce migrant with singles on 9th April , 
1Oth a nd 11th May, 1st June and 3rd November. 

Swift A pus apus. The first two on 26th April , 19th May a 'pandemonium' of 100, 
11th June 60. 

Hoopoe Upupa epaps. A rare spring migrant and singles on 24th April , 25th 
April , 4th May and 5th May. 
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Wryneck lynx torqui/la. A rare single on 27th April. 
Short-toed Lark Ca/andre/la brachydactylia. The fifth for Lundy stayed from 

31st May to 3rd June . 
Skylark Alauda arvensis. Bred as usual , on 12th February fifteen, 26th February 

twenty , 14th October 100, 2 1st October thirty , st ill six in December. 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia. First on 29th March, 70 in April , 30 in May, 29th 

October two, last one on 30th October. 
· Swallow Hirundo rustica. 2nd April first , 300 on 27th April, over 300 on 9th 

October and the last one on 12th November. 

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica. The second only for Devon came on 
!I th September. The previous one was on 27th March 1952 between Goat Island and 
the Battery. 

House Martin Delachon urbica. The first three on 15th Apri l rising to 70 on 18th 
May and 100 on 30th May. On 4th June 200, 6th June !50. Two on 15th October and a 
late one on 6th November. 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivia/is. A scarce migrant , two on 18th April, five on 19th 
April. Two on 2nd May, five on 9th September. 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis. Plentiful as usual with 100 in March, 150 in 
April , 200 on 1st October and 300 on 14th October. 

Red-throated Pipit An thus cervinus. The 5th record for Lundy was of one found 
by Chris Dee by the main track near Tibbets on 28th and 29th September. 

Rock Pipit An thus spinoletta. A resident and one was noted on lst January , five 
on 9th September and one on 28th October were found in the latter part of the year. 

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava. The first on 14th April was quite early, two on 
2nd June the last for spring. In autumn four on 6th and 7th September and the last 
two on 16th October. 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea. A very scarce migrant and visitor and one was 
prese nt all February and two during March. Two in September but six on 25th 
September was the peak and two were st ill about on 18th October. 

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba. Two in February increasing to ten were the most for 
the spring , nine on 27th August, fifteen on 5th September and thirty on 7th 
September rose to lOO 'alba ' on 1st October. 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba carre/lia. Three on 17th April, six on 24th April , 
one until 9th June , 5th August one only, but ten on 6th September and ten on 29th 
September. 

Wren Troglodytes Troglodytes. Resident and breeding. 23 September nine were 
the most seen. 

Dunnock Prune/la modularis. Resident and breeding as usual. Five seen on 23rd 
September. 

Robin Erithacus rubecula. Resident and breeding as usual. On 6th September a 
notab le increase to forty. 

Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos. A very rare visitor and one on 17th/18th 
October was trapped and ringed. 

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros. A rare migrant but one on lOth April , 
two on 19th April were females. In autumn four on 30th October but twelve on 4th 
November was the peak with one staying from 9th to 14th December. 

Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus. The first early on 3rd April rising to three on 
18th April. No autumn movement was noticed this year. 

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra. First seen on 21st April , one 28th April, and 1st May 
was a male. 13th May two, 25th May five, 7th June two, 27th August and 5th 
September two , 16th September three. 

8 



Stonechat Saxico/a torquata . Ist March one female , Rth to 20th March three , 
2 1st March ten , 19th May one and 24th July two the o nly records. 

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe. The first three on 20th March, three males on 
21st to 29th March. 

Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica. One on 3rd June , a fine male was 
found by KAM and seen by others for four hours. O nly the second to he found on 
Lund y. 

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus. The first male came on 12th April , the last one was 
recorded from 5th to 13th October. 

Blackbird Turdus merula. Resident as usual , the most seen were seventeen on 
11th and 12th December. 

Fieldfare Turdus pi/aris. Four in January and February, fifteen on 4th 
November and seventeen on 9th December were the best cou nts. 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos. Up to six in January, February and March , 1st 
March 100 was the peak . In December three on !I th. 

Redwing Turdus iliacus. 27th Jan ua ry ten, 29th February 40 , 1st March 100, 3rd 
November 400 , 4th November 300, 9th December twenty-four. 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus. 27th Apri l to lOth May , one. Scarce as usua l. 

Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia. 14th Apri l the first one, 1st May one , 
5th M ay two . None in autumn. 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus. 11th May the first one and 25th 
May 25 max imum . No autumn records. 

Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris. One on 17th September is third for 
Lundy . 

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpacous. One on 23rcl September and one on 
15th October, the only records of this rare migrant to Luncly . A late bird it was a lso 
see n on 16th October. 

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina . Two of these rare autumn migrants 
appeared , o ne from 20th to 22nd September and the othe r on 4th October. The elates 
are within the normal period of time . 

Melodius Warbler Hippolais polyglotta. One stayed from 16th to 26th 
September at the usual elate range for the species. 

Lesser Whitethroat Sy!via corruca. This scarce migrant has a tendency to appea r 
in spring and a single bird was found on 28th Apri l. 

Whitethroat Sylvia communis. The first two did not come to Luncly until 2nd 
May increasing to three with the last for spring on 2nd June. 24th August six, two 
dunng September and until 17th October. 

Garden Warbler Sy/via borin. The first one on 12th May increased to three by 
8th June. A single on 4th November was the only au tumn record. 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla. A fem ale on 15th April was the first migrant 
followed by a male and increased to five on 19th and six on 16th May. In autumn five 
during September, 12th October fifteen , 12th November the last four . 

Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus. An autumn migrant as usual 
and singles on 27th and 28th September, 10th and 11th October on similar dates to 
those in the previous year. 

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix. A single of these rare migrants on 14th 
Apri l on an early elate was followed by singles until 18th May. None appeared in 
a utumn . 

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita. The first early migrant on 5th March was 
followed by small numbers of less than ten in April and May . In autumn usually ten 
but 2nd November thirty was followed by two or three regularly and was still 
recorded at the end of December. 
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Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus. Numerous in spring with 9th April 35 , 
IIth April 80 , 20th A pril 500, 19th May fifteen. 16th September fifteen , lOth 
October ten , 18th October three were the last. 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus. One on 29th February, 13th Apri l twenty, 19th April 
thirty, 18th October 50, 4th November twenty. 

Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus. One wintering on 24th to 26th January, singles 
d uring March. 15th April two but none later this year. 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata . 15th May two , 19th May twelve, 4th June 
50 was the peak. In autumn singles until 28th October. 

Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva. A very rare autumn migrant and one 
was see n 28th September and 4th October. A different bird was seen on 14th October 
making three birds in a ll . 

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca. Three of these visitors on 19th April 
increased to four on 20th Apri l foll owed by three on 13th May and two on 19th May 
then o ne on 7th and 8th June. In autumn 24th August eleven , 27th August ten, 7th 
Septe mber fifteen , 8th September 25 , 23rd October three, 2nd October four , 19th 
October last one very late . 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus. 7th January one, a ve ry unusual date for 
this species , rare on Lundy. 

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus. 1st and lOth January one . Two frequent during 
February , lOth March two , 26th March one. 

Great Tit Parus major. 27th January one, lOth March one, 20th March one . 

Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus. A rare spring migrant and one appeared on 21st 
April and stayed until 2nd May , a ma le was seen on lOth May . 

Magpie Pica pica. Two of these occasional visitors came in the spring from 14th 
to 17th April. 

Jackdaw Corvus monedula. An irregular spring migrant and three on 3rd 
J anuary increased to ten on 20th January, five during February but 50 on 29th March 
and 12th April equals the Lundy record of 1948. 

Rook Corvus frugilegus. A very scarce spring migrant and one on 23rd February, 
6th March two and 7th March two . 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone. Bred as usual. 2nd March twenty was the highest 
number counted. 

Hooded Crow Corvus corone cornix. One of this sub-species of the Carrion 
C row was noted from lOth to 14th June. 

Raven Corvus corax. Resident as usual. On 5th September fifteen were 
counted . 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris. Bred as usual but counts not as high as in the previous 
year the highest was 300 on 3rd November. 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus. Bred as usual , fourteen being noticed on 
23rd September. 

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus. A scarce spring visitor and 19th May two , 31st 
May sti ll one . 

Chaffinch Fringilla coe/ebs. A scarce spring visitor and ten present in February . 
A move me nt of 200 on lOth November was the highest autumn movement. 

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla. One male on 29th February and one fema le 
o n 9th April. 

Greenfinch Carduelis eh/oris. Not more than two in April and May. In autumn 
3 1st October twenty was the highest count. 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis. Up to five during January and February . 19th 
April six , 2nd to 7th November two. 
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Siskin Cardeulis spinus. One of these scarce spring migrants o n 19th Apri l. In 
autumn te n on 31st October rose to fifteen on 4th November. 

Linnet Carduelis cannabina. 29th March five , 9th Apri l fifty , 29th September 77 
was the peak , seven still in December. 

Redpoll Acanthis flammea. A very rare migrant , one on 25th April and one Hth 
September. 

Crossbill Loxia curvirostra. On 8th Septe mbe r a single of this ve ry rare visitor 
was seen by RJC near the terrace trap . It fl ew southwards along the side lands and 
was not seen again. 

Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus. A very rare migrant and a fe ma le on 
lOth May, a male on 5th June was heard singing on 13th June. 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula. A rare migrant a nd only one was seen on 19th 
Apri l. 

Black poll Warbler Dendroica striata . This wanderer from northern Canada paid 
a first visit to Lundy on lOth October where it was found by Bi ll Oddie in St. He len's 
copse. It was t rapped and ri nged. 

Lapland Bunting Ca/carius lapponica. A scarce migrant and unusual in spring 
a nd so the single o n 25th April and llth May is important. 17th to 19th Septembe r 
one, 29th September three and 14th October one. 

Snow Bunting P/actrophenax nivalis. One o n 29th March was followed by a male 
on 18 th Apri l, rare in sp ring. In autumn the first o n 2nd October , 9th November 
eight, 10th November five. 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinel/a . Unusual ly the records of a ll the singles were 
in spr ing this year on 6th March , 8th Apri l, 24th May . 

Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana. Scarce in spring. 28th and 29th April one. 

Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla . An extremely rare migrant. One in spring on 
20t h to 25th April. One in autumn from 7th to 13th October, a diffe rent bird on 14th 
Octo ber. 

Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola. One heard ca lling in Tent fi e ld was 
found later in Lighthouse field only the second for Lundy, the first was in 1982. 

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus. A scarce visitor and o ne on 2nd May was a 
m a le and another on 5th September was a male a lso. 

Corn Bunting Miliaria ca/andra. Only one this year on lOth to 16th May. 

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus . The first for Lundy and only 12th for Britain . 
It was on the Airfield and soon surrounded by twenty observes. A vagrant from 
southern Canada it was migrating towards South America. It stayed from 23rd to 
26th September and was well seen. 

The fol lowing two records have not been included as the evidence is insufficient . 
Cory's Shearwater 20th September. 
Red-romped Swallow 11th Septe mbe r. 

The Bird List for 1984 has been compi led from observa tio ns by the following 
observers. 

M . GLOVER 
K . GRANT 
A . G. GoALER 
P. DEGROOT 
P. H ANNAH 
D . G. c. H AR PER 
D. H AVARD 
J . A. HIGH 

K . CHAPMAN 
A. CLEEVE 
M. D AV IES 
S. D AV IES 
E. D AV IES 
P. D AV IS 
C. W. D EE 
M . E. DURHAM 
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J. ARCHER 
S. ARNOLD 
C. C. and B . BAILLIE 
M . BAILEY 
P. BELLERS 
R . K. BIRCHER 
M . and S. BLAKEY 
R . a nd M. CAMPEYet al. 



S. M . H OLLIDAY 
T. ] ONES 
D . M. KESTELL 
S . K ING 
M . KI NG 
G . M ADGE 
C. A. M ASON 
C. M ATIHEWS 

S. J . MAY HOW 
K. a nd M. MORTIMER 
Bt LL 0 DD IE 
N. 0DD IN 
T ONY PARSONS 
M. a nd H . R ENNES 
l. D . SM ITH 
P.STERRY 

BIRD RINGING IN 1984 
A . M. TAYLOR 

A . J. a nd S . STEVENS 
S.F.TANNER 
A. M . TAYLORet al. 
A. R . and S. J . TROUT 
A. J . YtCKERY 
N. WARREN 
J. D . WtLSON 
S . WI NG 
G . WRAPSON 

T he n urn ber o f ringers visiti ng Lundy increased considerably in 1984 and coverage 
was provided fo r 6 weeks in spring and 7 weeks in autumn . Sadly, Ke ith Mortimer 
left the isla nd so the re is no longer even a trainee ringer resident there. We are most 
gra teful to him fo r all his work in connection with ringing, and to Mary Gade who has 
kind ly ta ke n over the job of looking afte r the ringing equipme nt and records from 
him . 

U nfo rtunate ly the increase in the number of ringers has not been entirely 
beneficia l; a super-abundance in autumn led to occasions when it was fe lt that the 
numbe r of ne ts be ing used was excess ive, and becoming intrusive as far as non­
ringers on the island we re concerned . For this reason , all ringers should now contact 
T o ny T aylo r before making any booking, because we have decided that the number 
o f ringers o n the island at any one time should be limited . 

185 1 birds o f 57 species were ringed . The first o f these figures is the highest for at 
least 20 yea rs . Two species- Black po ll Warble r and Merlin - were added to the 
island 's ringing list . Othe r uncommon species caught included Lundy's third Marsh 
W a rble r , single Jcterine and Melodio us Warble rs, three Red-breasted Flycatchers 
(afte r o nly fi ve in the prev ious 37 yea rs) and two Little Buntings (only one 
previo usly) . T he commo n species with particularly high totals for the year included 
Swa llow, Ro bin , Blackcap , Willow Warbler and Goldcrest. Details of 1984 totals are 
given in the list be low, which a lso includes grand totals for all species since ringing 
started o n Lundy in 1947 . 

Whe n grand tota ls were last given fi ve years ago, an analysis was included showing 
re lative changes in numbe rs of each species ringed (excluding seabirds). to give an 
in d ica tio n of populatio n changes. This has been repea ted , comparing 1979-83 with 
the 1947-78 ave rages. 

As before, many common species show no significant change. These include 
W ren . Black bird , Redstart , Robin (slight suggest ion of increase), Willow Warble r, 
C hi ffcha ff, Meadow Pipit , G reenfinch , Chaffinch. Species showing major increases 
are Swa llow , Blackcap , Garden Warble r, Goldcrest, Firecrest, Dunnock and House 
Sparro w. Some of these could be due to changes in the emphasis of ringing e ffort , 
such as di ffe re nt siting of mist-nets and increased late autumn coverage. However 
high G oldcrest and Firecrest numbe rs probab ly reflect the absence of severe weather 
in rece nt winte rs. Marked decreases are shown fo r Skylark , Pied Wagtail , Starling 
and Linnet , but these are li ke ly to re flect lack of summer ringing coverage since a 
la rge propo rtio n of birds ringed in forme r yea rs were pull i or rece ntly fl edged young. 
Othe r more o minous decreases were shown by Sand Martin , Sedge Warbler, 
White throa t and Pied Flycatcher. These are like ly to refl ect deteriorating conditions 
in African wintering quarters. G rasshopper Warblers would have been greatly 
red uced also if it had not been fo r a single major influx in spring 1982. (A 
simulta neous influx of Sedge Warblers fa iled to make up their deficits) . There were 
also decreases in Blue T it , Song Thrush and Stonechat numbers. 

Afte r last year's comments about declining numbers of recoveries and controls. 
1984 produced a be tter selection including long-term Swift and G reenfinch records 
and fas t-mo ving migrating Swallow and Warblers. Details of these and two late 1983 
records are give n be low. 
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