
Puff in Slope : ^\t  North Encl, bct-,vecn (-onstablc Rock ancl
North-E,ast Point. In past ]-ears eggs have been found hcrc b1'
the l ight-keepers and shou,n to l l r .  Gac1e. One chick rvas found
here in rgrtz b] '  1Ir.  \ \ ' .  l l .  Alcxanclcr and pirrty. Obscrvations
madc in rg48 at night clLrr ing ' \pr i l ,  l la1' and June. \ ' 'ar\ . ing
numbers of birds wcre seen in the beam from the l ighthouse, u,hich
crosses the seau'ard cclge o{ the siope. On clear nights these
f l u c t u a t e d  * r ' e x t l v  i n  n u m b e r ,  b r r t  n n  J r r n t '  r  r  t h  r r n d  r J t h ,  r v l r c n
fog considerabll' rcclucecl r.isibilitt- there u-ere at a rough estirlatc
l h i r t t - f i f r t  b i l d s  o v c r  l l r e  s l o | e  6 e t l . . r r  I  I  p . l n .  a n r l  r  a . r n .

Ilirds lvere sometimes l-rearcl in burrou's, but of six opcncd the
contcnts n,ere ni l .  On June r4th tr i-o bircls tr ,crc found in a bnrrorv,
which also containecl the stcrnLrrn of an immature bird. Drobabh'
a Iast Year's ncstl ing. IR:rts u'ere active, to jrrr lge frunr nitmt'r-ot is
L - ^ 1 . ^ -  . - , - { { : -  ^ . . . . -l r r ( r K q l r  [ r r r r l r r 1  t i j s ) .

l iour Shcaru'aters r ingcd hcre.
Tircsc obscrvations throu' l i t t1e l ight on the problcnr of Lundr' 's

Shearn'aters ,  but thc eviclencc acr:unrrr latccl suggests that the
presence of rats is a scrious obstacic, ancl that rvhi le their numbers
re main unchecked thc Shcanvaters u' i l l  have the greatest dif f icultv
in cstabl ishing colonies. Thcrc is the possibi l i t r-  that the m:rjorin-
of thc visi t ing bircls are immaturc, but in this casc the situation as
r,re found i t  in rg4E has prer-r i l tcl  for man\- r 'cars.

(On thc other hand, the bird, AT 37o7, l .as r ingecl .rs an adult
on Skokholm in 1946, and this indicatcs that some birds at lcast
are rnature. Further lvork seems to bc ncccssan- before anv f irr t t
c o n c l u s i o n s  m a l  b c  d r a u  n  o n  t l r i : .  l n r  I  u n  t h c  p o . . i b l l  r r l a l e d
problern of eit i rer r- isi t ing r,r exchange betu'een thi:  populat ions of
Skokl iolm and LLrndr..-Eus.)

r\mong the tnanr- rrembers u,ho :Lssistecl in the u'ork, part icul:Lr
acknowledgcment is made to Daphne ffrench I ' r lakc, -\ .  D. G.
Snar t  and ]1 .  L .  Smi th .

l l .  E .  S n ' o o r - .

THE FITLMAR, PETREL ON LUNDY IN 1948

. \s a result of obscrvatiotrs bt '  rnan\- ruembcr-s a good deal of
information on t lrc strLtrrs of thc l iulntar t 'as obtained this t 'ear.
Breeding activi tr- r i-as agaitr rcstr- ictccl to trvo areas, the south end
of  . lennv 's  Cor .e ,  anc l  ( 'a t t t t c ts 'Rock ,  thoLrgh ind iv idua ls  n 'e rc
seen around thc cl i f fs in scYcral r i thcr places on larious occasions.

Birds were prcscnt at both breccl i t ' rg stat ions u'hen observations
began at thc cnd of Jlarctr.  At Jennr' 's Cove four n'ere sit t ing,
<rn sites used last \-ear, on .\pl i l  5th. On -\pri i  r7tb,2oth, ancl zznd
six sit t ing birds rverc noted. On the z5th fourtcen \\rerc seen i lbout
this area, and cighteen on the zgt1i,  t l i is being the largest number
recorded. ) io cggs \vere seen unti l  l lar- ztst,  r 'vhen one lvas seen
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and a second u,as probirbll- present. On June 7th fil'e eggs \rere
s . ' e n ,  b r r t  o n  t l r c  N t l r  n n e  o I  t l r e s e  r r , r s  n r i s s i n g  a n d  h l  l h e  I T t h
thrce pairs hacl iost their eggs. Thc ncxt close search rvas not
made r int i l  the z6th. No eggs could be foLrnd, nor \ \ 'ere.In\- s--cn
subsequentl l ' .  Some of the adults rcmained in the area for iL
l i t t le t ime, but the last record from .Jennr' 's f lor-e u'as of f ive f lr ' ing
about on Julr '  r .5th. The c:urses of thc egg-losses rverc not
cleterminecl.

The Ganr-rets' Ilock colonl- \vas nrore successful. On .\pri1 3rcl
six prospectivc sites .,vere visi tccl .  and some displar '  \ \ 'as sern.
I)urine that rnonth the nrtmbcr of bircls seen reachecl sixtccn on
scveral occasions. F-ir.c si tcs rvere in use on -\pri l  z.1th. Subsequent
reports on the progrcss of nesting rvere fcn' bccause ol the cl i f f icultr '
of exirmining that face of the Rock used b1- the F ulmars, but f i r- tr
si t t ing birds n'ere noted on.June 6th, and six on zSth. A visi t  to
the Rock on Julv r3th brought somc goocl trets. Six nest si tcs
rvere found, three nith nestl ings:rnrl  one rvith an egg. Tn'o of thc:
nestl ings u'crc r inged but thc thircl  r i 'as considcrccl to be too small
. \n adult rvas caught on one of the sit t 's ancl i t  too tas r ir-rgeci
The fate of the r-oungcst ncstl i r tg ancl the cgg is not knott 'n becrtLrse
thev could not be scctr frott i  the island, nttr rciLcl iccl on a seconcl
visi t  to t lre I lock ott - \ugttst rr111r, lrLrt t l te t1\ 'o r ingecl nestl ings
rverc then founcl to be t ln- iving. (Jne of t l r t ,st:  trest l i t ' rg-s \ \ 'as reported
sti i l  present on .-\Llg' . lst 22n(1. l 'his r i 'as t lrc latest reLrort of a Frt lmar
on t l-rc island, though tn'o aclults \ \ 'ere scclr f l r- ing off the north-rvest
c o a s t  o n  t h c  s l m e  d i r r .  \ \ ' h i i e  t l r c  [ ; t t t '  , , f  n o  n n t  o I  t l r c  n , - s t l i n g s
is knou,n ivi th certaintr- i t  seems verr- l ikel i-  that at least tu'o u'erc
f icdged sr.Lccessful l t- .

. \  most interesting f incl rvas that of a " blrtc " Fulmar nesti t lg
on Gannets' Rock. I t  n' :rs f i rst notecl on -\pri l  4th ancl u'as rernarkccl
b-u' nearh. all subseclur-.nt r-isitors till thc middle of Iulr'. Tht:
colour phases of the Frr lmirr \ \-ere groLrpccl b]- Roberts (1934) into
four classes : clouble dar-k (DD), dark (D), l ight (L), and cloLrble
Light (LL). The LI- phase predominates in the Brit ish brcct l ing
populat ion and clark phases are rarelt '  reported. Nonc of the
early 6fss11,ers has recort lcd a cletai led clcscript ion of this bircr,
bu t  R.  H.  Pou ld ing  anc l  H .  . f  .  Bo1-c1  c lassec l  i t  as  D.  On. f  u l r - r3 t i r
these observers founcl thc bird sit t ing bv a nestl ing. Thcv fai let ' l
to secure the adult,  l tut r irrged the voung. f l re rnit te of the clark
bird u.as a tvpical J-J-, brrt  unf,rrtunateh' no cietai lecl clcscript ion
of the yor.rng u'ils macle so that it is not knonn u-irether it l'trs of
the usual appcar.rnce of l l r i t ish nestl ings.

I t  mav a lso  Lrc  no ted  th i r t  on  Ju l r - r5 th  one o f  f i ve  Fu lmars
flying around t l-re Jennr"s Cove Station confortned to thc L class
al i  the others noteci there being LL.
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