
R,EPOR,T ON THE MANX SHEAR,WATER,

Pu-ffirtus Pufrintts
\\ ' i th the help of several other members I spent some n'eeks,

from micl-April, making observations on the actir-it ics of thcr
>hean'r.aters. .\ feu, bircls u'ere first hcard call ing during thc carlr '
p:irt of April or.er Puffin Sic-rpc, and otr the nights of rsth, rgth ancl
:{rth or-er Lancling I3ar' ; also on the lattcr clate over the coast
bett 'een l3cnjarnin's Chair anrl (ioat Island (a rough cstimzrte of
thirtr--f i{tv birds). I ironr -\pri l z7th, obscn'ations rvere clividecl
betu'een thc follou'ing .1r.ras :

I3cnjamir-r's Ctrair Slope : Betn'een llarisco (astle ancl South-
\ \ 'cst  Point ,  inrmediate l r -n 'cst  t i f  Benjamin 's  Ch:r i r .  f rve lve
burrou's unclcr cibserr-ation. t lrrcc of u'hich containecl a small arnout-tt
oi nest ntateriai ancl ot-t it ntrmber of occ:rsions (clat' and niglit)
one bircl, or a pair. DLrring the first half of June tlrree of the
bircls pickecl up at night \\rcrc rccoveries of indir. iduals ringecl hcre
in. \pr i l .  A lso one recovcr \ ' ,  AT 37t t7,  r ingcd as an adul t  a t
5kokholnr l l ircl Observatorr', 23.6..16.

In all, tu.crrtr- burrou's \\ 'ere e\cirvatecl on this slope, the last,
orL.June 24th, contained one bird n'hich l iad been ringed herc on
^{pril 2gth. fhese tu'cnt\- bttrrou's represent t}re total of l ikeh;
breeding burrorvs, and a,lthough thev uere abandoned n'ith appar-
enth' no attempt to la1-, the arca of this slope rt 'as attractive to
the b i rds throughout  l lav and - [une-regular ] r 'a t  f i rs t ,  in ter '
n'rittentlr- 1ater.

l 'u ta l  o f  b i rc ls  r in le, l  :  for t t ' -s i r .
\\ 'cst Batterl '  Slofe : SoLrtl i of the Batter\ ', on the n'est coast.

.\ttention rvas drau'n to this area bt' the discover]- on lIaJ' 3rd cl{
the rat-eaten corpse of a Sheanvater in a burro'"v. Five burrolvs
rvere placed under observation, four containing oddments of nest
m:rterials and feathcrs, the fifth, labelled E, having a considerable
amount of material. Itats rvere evidcntlv at rvork hcrc ; as
cvidenced br- a quantit l '  of clean feathers found at earh' morning
on sel-eral occasictt"ts, zrncl a total of ten corpses discovered in
burrons. .\n incubating blrd found in brtrrorv E, l lal- gth. On
llar- r4th, the egg 'nvas unfortunatelv broken bv a clod of earth
fall ing from the roof of the burrorv during inspection. (fhe bird,

-13o5.+E, rvas picked up clcad at Ct'mr-ran l3ar-, Anglesel', June
:;th.) One n-ronth later this same burrorv \\ 'as occupied bv a
second Shearrvater, u,hich laid an egg on Junc 6th. fhis bird's
mate ncver arrivcd to share incr.rbation. ancl after sitt ing for six
clavs she (presumablr-) lcft the egg for a da1'. Intcrruptecl -incu-
baiion coniinued until Julr- Etl.r, on r,vhich dar- the egg was found
lrroken in l lr. , l lor-d's opinion, the rvork of a rat.

This slope sccms verv suitable for Shearrvaters, and rvere it not
for the rats misht be successfullr '  colonized.

Threc b i r , ls  r inred l rere.



Puff in Slope : ^\t  North Encl, bct-,vecn (-onstablc Rock ancl
North-E,ast Point. In past ]-ears eggs have been found hcrc b1'
the l ight-keepers and shou,n to l l r .  Gac1e. One chick rvas found
here in rgrtz b] '  1Ir.  \ \ ' .  l l .  Alcxanclcr and pirrty. Obscrvations
madc in rg48 at night clLrr ing ' \pr i l ,  l la1' and June. \ ' 'ar\ . ing
numbers of birds wcre seen in the beam from the l ighthouse, u,hich
crosses the seau'ard cclge o{ the siope. On clear nights these
f l u c t u a t e d  * r ' e x t l v  i n  n u m b e r ,  b r r t  n n  J r r n t '  r  r  t h  r r n d  r J t h ,  r v l r c n
fog considerabll' rcclucecl r.isibilitt- there u-ere at a rough estirlatc
l h i r t t - f i f r t  b i l d s  o v c r  l l r e  s l o | e  6 e t l . . r r  I  I  p . l n .  a n r l  r  a . r n .

Ilirds lvere sometimes l-rearcl in burrou's, but of six opcncd the
contcnts n,ere ni l .  On June r4th tr i-o bircls tr ,crc found in a bnrrorv,
which also containecl the stcrnLrrn of an immature bird. Drobabh'
a Iast Year's ncstl ing. IR:rts u'ere active, to jrrr lge frunr nitmt'r-ot is
L - ^ 1 . ^ -  . - , - { { : -  ^ . . . . -l r r ( r K q l r  [ r r r r l r r 1  t i j s ) .

l iour Shcaru'aters r ingcd hcre.
Tircsc obscrvations throu' l i t t1e l ight on the problcnr of Lundr' 's

Shearn'aters ,  but thc eviclencc acr:unrrr latccl suggests that the
presence of rats is a scrious obstacic, ancl that rvhi le their numbers
re main unchecked thc Shcanvaters u' i l l  have the greatest dif f icultv
in cstabl ishing colonies. Thcrc is the possibi l i t r-  that the m:rjorin-
of thc visi t ing bircls are immaturc, but in this casc the situation as
r,re found i t  in rg4E has prer-r i l tcl  for man\- r 'cars.

(On thc other hand, the bird, AT 37o7, l .as r ingecl .rs an adult
on Skokholm in 1946, and this indicatcs that some birds at lcast
are rnature. Further lvork seems to bc ncccssan- before anv f irr t t
c o n c l u s i o n s  m a l  b c  d r a u  n  o n  t l r i : .  l n r  I  u n  t h c  p o . . i b l l  r r l a l e d
problern of eit i rer r- isi t ing r,r exchange betu'een thi:  populat ions of
Skokl iolm and LLrndr..-Eus.)

r\mong the tnanr- rrembers u,ho :Lssistecl in the u'ork, part icul:Lr
acknowledgcment is made to Daphne ffrench I ' r lakc, -\ .  D. G.
Snar t  and ]1 .  L .  Smi th .

l l .  E .  S n ' o o r - .

THE FITLMAR, PETREL ON LUNDY IN 1948

. \s a result of obscrvatiotrs bt '  rnan\- ruembcr-s a good deal of
information on t lrc strLtrrs of thc l iulntar t 'as obtained this t 'ear.
Breeding activi tr- r i-as agaitr rcstr- ictccl to trvo areas, the south end
of  . lennv 's  Cor .e ,  anc l  ( 'a t t t t c ts 'Rock ,  thoLrgh ind iv idua ls  n 'e rc
seen around thc cl i f fs in scYcral r i thcr places on larious occasions.

Birds were prcscnt at both breccl i t ' rg stat ions u'hen observations
began at thc cnd of Jlarctr.  At Jennr' 's Cove four n'ere sit t ing,
<rn sites used last \-ear, on .\pl i l  5th. On -\pri i  r7tb,2oth, ancl zznd
six sit t ing birds rverc noted. On the z5th fourtcen \\rerc seen i lbout
this area, and cighteen on the zgt1i,  t l i is being the largest number
recorded. ) io cggs \vere seen unti l  l lar- ztst,  r 'vhen one lvas seen
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