
BIRDS RECORDED in 1959 

2. GREAT NORTHERN DIVER (Colymbus im~), 
Singles in the Landing Bay October 18th and 
21st and November 26th--27th. 

14, STORJIJ1 PETREL (Hy drobates pe lagi cus) , 
One picked up dead bene ath the telephone wires 
near North End on the morning of August llth 9 

after a night of thick fog , 

16 . M.ANX SHEARWATER (Proce ll a ri a puffinus ) , 
First heard ca lling March 23 rd 9 and seen regu
larly until September lOth . A y o ung bird 9 

still bearing traces of down 9 was found near 
the Beach Road on the nigh t of September 7th 9 

thus providing unexpected proof that this 
species still bree ds in the Southe rn part of 
the island . This is the first evidence of 
success ful bree ding of this spe cies since 1953 . 

Large flocks were seen clo s e off shore in the 
South Race during late June and early July, 
the largest count being c . 500 on July 8th ., A 
bird of the Balearic ra;ce (~. _gl_auretani cus) 
was identified about 600 yards off Rat Islan d 
on July 16th by J .K. B , iand V/ .B . Vfo 

26. FULMAR PETREL (Yulmari s g l a £:i.:EJi s ) , 
About 35 pairs enjoyed an undi s turbed and 
apparently successful bre e ding s eason at the 
two main colonies this year , 'rhe 1 blue' bird 
was not seen among the 17 pairs at Gannet's 9 

but one was reported on two occasions at 
Jenny 1 s 9 but never on a nest site. 

Last seen on colonies August 25th 9 last r e cord 
October 18th . 

27. GANNET ( Sula bassana) , 
Recorded offshore all months . 

28. CORMORANT (Phalas:rocorax _2§lrbo), 
Nine flying North over the .island March 15th 9 

the earliest record . One pair again bred at 
the Quarry Beach site 9 rearing four young . 



Another pair 9 se0n frequently on the West 
coast 9 proba bly bred 7 but the nest was not 
discovered . A f ew birds seen moving South in 
Septembe r 9 but in small n umbers , 

29 , SHAG (Phal_§ cro co.r a_~ §tr'ist o te~is) . 
No signi f icant change i n br eeding popula ti on 9 

and <m othe r s uc cess:f'ul s eacon , 

30, _HJliRON (_Arcl,e .q _s;iner e.q ) , 
No spri ng records , Sing l es on July 19t h and 
20 t h 9 on f i vo day s i n Lugu~' t ( -Lwo or more on 
the 16 t h) 9 a:c. d one on Octobo_,_' 13th 9 making 
f evie r r e cords t h;m i n r e cent y e ars , · 

45 , IviJ~lLARil CltJ].as _p:_;ra tyr3yncho§_) , 
At l eas t four , an d pos sibly fiv epairs br ed 9 

with ve r y little success 9 due to the dr y 
s ummer an d the numbe r of duckling s kil le d by 
the lar ge cat pop ul a tion ; only four y oung 
r each i ng t he flying stageo One of these wa s 
shot a t Ye ll and Mars h i n Octobe r , 

Mos t of t h e bree di.ng birds were Lundy-bred 
last year 9 bu t a t l e as t t wo indi vi dua l s were 
nstranger s n - addi ti on s t o the Lundy popul a 
tion , 

Altho ugh mos t of t he 1958 youngs ters remained 
througho u t the winte:r i t i s int eresting to see 
that one vJas re co ve red from Fran ce 9 whe re it 
was shot a l mo s t ex a ctly a y ear from the date 
of ringing " 

Six birds we re still present when the 
Observatory closed , 

46. 'rEAL ( Anas cre cca) , 
A pair on March 21st and 22nd wa s the only 
spring record " A single on July 23rd 9 and 
four at Pondsbury on the 28th 9 a sing l e again 
on August l 3th 9 and singles on four dates in 
September and two dates each in October and 
Novembe r and nine on December 8th; were the 
only other records for the year " 



4 7. GARG.ANEY (.Anas guerquedula) , 
1959 was an exceptional year for this species. 
A considerable influx to the South and West of 
England took place during March and April , 

The first to arrive on Lundy was a party of 
three on March 18th 9 two of which remained on 
the following day . Two males were seen on 
April 2nd 9 and daily until the 5th , There was 
a single on the 9th and the latest records were 
a male on 23rd 9 and a f emale on 26th of April . 

The only previous record for the ·i s l and was a 
male in March 9 1958. 

50 . WIG EDN (An as pene lope) " 
One female on Pondsbury August 18th and 19th. 
Another 9 a l so a femal e 7 September 27th . 

64. OOMMON SCOTER ( Me lani tta nigra). 
One record 7 a male which was present on the 
unusual date of July 10th 9 when it was watched 
for several hours off the Landing Beacl1o 

78. PINK-FOOTED GOOSE (Anser brachyrhynchus). 
One flew South after circling over the island 
on October 1st . 

81 . BARNACLE GOOSE (Branta l eucopsis) . 
A small dark goose first seen flying near 
Ponds bury by M. & V, Squire on April 26th was 
next day identified as a Barnacle. It remained 
on the island until May 5th, spending most of 
its time on the airfield . This was the third 
occasion the species had been r ecorded on Lundy 
-- the first being on April 24th 9 1941 9 this 
bird staying nearly a month on the island 9 and 
the other a party of three on September 9 1944 . 

84. MUTE SW.&lif ( Cygnus olor) -
One on the water about a quarter of a mile out 
to sea off Jenny's Cove on lOth September . 
The first definite record for the Observatory . 

91 . BUZZARD (Buteo buteo) . 
The bird with the white marking was again one 
of a pair which unsuccessfully attempted to 



breed. The site chosen this year was a com
pletely inaccessible gully on the East side, 
no young being reared. 

A third bird was present o.n March 21st, but 
was not seen again. 

92. ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD (Buteo lagopus). 
One in Millcombe on November 29th, when excel
lent views were obtained . Still present the 
following day, when it appeared to leave in a 
Southerly direction. The first record of this 
species on Lundy. 

93. SPARROW HAWK (Accipiter nisus)" 
A male on July 26th was the only record for 
the year. 

104. HOBBY (Falco subbuteo). 
Single on September lOth. 

105. PEHEGRINE (Falco peregrinus). 
A ~Jingle female ·was seen throughout the year . 
A second bird was present on June 29th, und on 
October 6th a male was seen. Two were seen 
together on several occasions in November. 

107 . MERLIN (Falco columbarius). 
Singles on 19th and 30th April, th~ only 
Spring re cords . 

One on .4ugust 20th - a male 1 and singles on 
eight dates in September, eleven in October 
and three in November? the last being on the 
20th . 

110 . KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus). 
Three pairs believed to have bred, none of the 
nests being accessible. Seen daily throughout 
the year. 

118. PHEASANT (Phasianus colchicus) . 
No counts above 8, but the population is 
certainly in excess of this figure . A Golden 
Pheasant which escaped in March may have 
survived. 
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120. WATER BAIL (Ballus aquaticus) . 
Sli1gles on eight dates in March and on 11th 
and 19th of April . Autumn records of sir c les 
on August 31st~ Sep tember 2nd 1 21st 9 23rd and 
29th. .A.YJ. exceptional passage throughout Octo
ber~ the maximum number being 6 on the 13th. 
One or two present most dates i n November and 
singles on December 11th and 12th. 

12 5. CORNCRAKE ( Crex ere:~ ) • 
One on May 9th 9 the only Spring r eco rd . One 
August 21st to 22nd 9 three on 30th 9 one the 
following day and again September 2nd. 
Further s ing les October 9th an d 14th . 

131. OYSTERCATCHER (Haemato£~~ ostralegus). 
Present throughout the season 9 about 15 pairs 
breeding . No obvious movement recorded . 

133. LAPWING (Vane llus vane llus ). 
A further incre ase in the breeding p opul ation 
this year to about 15 pairs. First chicks 
found May 6th - nearly a week earlier than 
last year. A flock of 40 had formed by May 
30th, after -which numbers decreased steadily 
and did not start to increase again until July 
23rd. 

Numbers fluctuated widely from then on 9 the 
peaks being 70 on August 12th-13th; 73 on Sep
tember 22nd al'ld c . 90 the following day; c . 65 
on October 2nd 9 c.70 on the lOth; and the 
largest flock of the year 9 130 on Novemberl6th . 

About 10 were still present when the Observa
tory closed in December . 

134 . RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula) . 
Singles July 14th 9 20th 1 22nd and 23rd? August 
5th 9 7th , 12th 9 26th-27th 9 two on the 28th and 
one again on 30th . One on Septembe r 5th 9 at 
least one on 9th and llth 9 four on 14th and two 
the following day~ and the last one on Septem
ber 19th. 
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139. GREY PLOVER (Charadrius sguatarola). 
Flock of 7 on .August 12i;h; and a ·single on 
September 15th. 

140. GOLDEN PLOVER ( Charadrius apricarius) ,: 
Largest count in March 9 six on 27th? in .April 9 

twelve on 4th-5th. One May 6th 9 two on the 
7th 9 one again on 25th and on June 1st , 

Two on July 22nd 9 c.20 on 24th 9 c.l2 the 
following day and one on 30th made an unusualiy 
early start to the ·Autumn records ,. Up to 3 
were present on seven dates in August 9 but a 
single on 7th was the only record for the 
fir st half of September. Up to 20 were pres
ent on most days in the second half of the 
month . Seven records in October and eight in 
November up to the 20th; the · largest flock 
during this time being nine Qn November 3rd. 

142. IDTTEREL ( Charadrius -morinellus). 
One on May 27th just north of the Old Light. 

143. TURNSTONE (Arenaria interpres). 
Two April records - 2 on 21st and one on 30th. 
Singles August 14th 9 22nd and 23rd7 twelve on 
24th and four on 27th. A single again on 
September 9th and four on October 27th . 

145 . SNIPE (Capella gallinago), 
Up to ten most days in March? single s on three 
dates in April and five in May . Two July 9th 9 

and singles 24th-26th and 30th . Recorded 
almost daily for the rest of the. year 9 in 
numbers up to ten . 

147. JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus) . 
One March 22nd. Singles October 8th-l0th 9 

four on llth 9 two on 12th and singl es on l5th 9 

29th and on November 6th. 

148. WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola). 
Recorded be tween October 7th and December 6th 9 

the largest count being four on November 7th . 
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150. CURLE'vv (Numenius arquata). 
It is likely that Orie or possibly two pairs 
nested 9 although brae ding was not proved. 
First population increase on June 14th, when 
there was a flock of c.20. Numbers rose to 69 
on 29th of the month and then fluctuated widely 
during July :• August and the fir st half of Sep
tember. Over 100 birds were r ecorded on the 
following dates~ July 20th 9 24th and 27th. 
August 10th-13th and 18th. From mid-September 
to October 20th 9 .up to twenty were pre sent 
daily and singles occurred on October 29th 9 

November 4th 9 10th 9 11th and 12th and December 
7th. 

15L WHLMBREL (NUi'Il~n ius phaeoptus) . 
Spring re cords from Apr i 1 22nd to June 2nd? the 
largest number was 19 on May 7th . Mora numer
ous than usual in Autumn 9 from July 18th until 
October 12th ~ the large ~; t count be ing 25 on 
August llth . ·· 

154. BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa limosa). 
' ~4. pair in breeding plumage near the Rocket Pond 
on the early date of April 2nd , A party of 
three on August 31st were all in winter 
plumage. 

155. BAR-TAILED GODWIT (Limosn l apponica) . 
Singles on June 22nd and Jury-28th . Two on 
August 11th. 

156. GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus) . 
Singles on April 22nd and August 18th. 

159. COMMON SANDPIPER (Tringa hypoleucos). 
Singles April 22nd and 24th, May 4th? 5th and 
20th. Autumn records on 17 days between July 
6th and August 27th 9 numbers being below 5 on 
all dates except August 6th 9 when about 30 
were together on rocks near the Miller's Cake. 

161. REDSHANK (Tringa tetanus). 
One on June 14th - the only record. 

14 . 



162. SPOTTED REDSHANK (Tringa erythropus), 
Two August 19th at Pondsbury 9 one moved to the 
Reservoir Pond and remained there the :follow
ing· day. This is only the second time that 
the species has been seen on Lundy 9 the :first 
being one on March 27th-28th, 1954 . 

163. LESSER YELLOWLEG S ( Tringa :flavipes) ., 
One at Pondsbury on October 26th-28th. The 
:first re cord :for Lundy . 

165. · GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia) o 

Singles August 6th 9 11th and 30th . 

169. KNOT (Calidris canutus) . 
One August 14th and 15th . 

170. PURPLE SANDPIPER ( Calidris maritima) .. 
One October 27th, with Turnstone 9 north o:f the 
Landing Beach., 

178 . DUNLIN (Calidris alpi~a). 
One April 23rd-24 th . Two 27.th . One May 2nd 
and 4th, three on 23rd. Singles July 7th and 
9th 1 August 7th and 9th and two on lOth and 
11th, Eight records in September included a 
:flock o:f seven on 14th. One on October 7th, 
the last o:f the season . 

179. CURLffiV SANDPIPER (Calidris testacea) . 
One May 13th , :flying with 'Nhimbrel on the 
Airfield . 

182. BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER ( Tryngites 
subru:ficollis) . 

One caught by Mist-net in St .. Helen's :field 
Septe mber 24 th 9 while netting :finches. Not 
seen be:fore capture 9 it was only the second 
bird o:f this species to be ringed in Britain. 
It was not s een a:fter its release until the 
corpse was :found on the 28 th, apparently 
killed by a cat. The only previous record :for 
Lundy was in 1858 9 when one was shot by 
S. de B. Heaven. 



187 , GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius). 
Singles October 12th-13th 9 18th and 20th in the 
Landing Cove " 

198. GREAT. BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus). 
A further increase in the numbers of this 
species attempting to breed 9 and despite shoot
ing and egg destruction the population contin
ues to increase , Present throughout the year. 

199 , LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL ( Larus fuscus) • 
Recorded between March 18th and No vember 3rd . 
Probable increase in breeding numbers and a fe w 
pairs nesting among the Herring Gull colonies 
on the West coast. 

Several large fl ocks Autumn 9 in c luding 130 on 
August 14th , 

200. HERRING GULL (Larus argentatus). 
First eggs April 23rd . No obvious change in 
numbers or distribution , 

201. C0Mt40N GULL (Larus canus) --
One flying North July 21st , Twelve on August 
5th . Singles lOth and 18th . Six September 
30th 9 singles No vembe r 3rd and 9th . Five on 
December lOth . 

208. BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus) . 
One May 3lst 9 June 17th-19th . Up to three on 
six occasions in July , five in August 9 three in 
September and fi ve in Oc tober 9 in addition to 
ten birds on the .28th , Ten records of up to 
four during November and a count of twenty on 
December lOth 

211. KITTIWAKE (Rissa tridactyla) . 
Anothe r successful breeding season ., Last 
recorded on October 19th . 

217-218 . COMMON or ARCTIC TERN (Sterna 
hirundo or ~ macrura) " 

Singles September 14th and 25th 7 an d three on 
October 19th " 
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223 ., SANDWICH TERN (Sterna sandvicensis). 
One in the Landing Bay September 7th and seven 
feeding off Rat Island September 30th . 

224. RAZORBILL (Alca torda). 
A more successful breeding season than last 
year , Seen offshore in small numbers in 
October and November" 

227. GUILLEMOT (Uria aalge). 
No apparent change in breeding status . Present 
offshore in small numbers during October and 
November~ on land again at Long Ruse and North 
Light colonies on December 5th. 

230. PUFFIN (Fratercula arctica). 
First seen on land March 26th , Last record 
July 26th . It seems likely that the spread 
down the West coast is taking place at the 
expense of the North End colony. 

232. STOCK DOVE (Calumba oenas) " 
Singles November 6th and lOth . The latter 
bird was caught in lVIillcombe in an exhausted 
state 9 but it recovered after :feeding and 
was released , 

234 .. WOOD PIGEON (Calumba palumbus). 
Recorded intermittently in numbers of under 12 
through Spring and Summer . At least one pair 
bred. Movement as usual during August and 
September 9 involving numbers of up. to 30. By 
mid-October the pass age seemed to be over 9 as 
is usually the case , but then a series of 
unusually large late movements took pla ce , 
Similar movements were observed throughout the 
Irish Sea observatories and are as yet 
unexplained . 

The first large flock appeared on October 26th 
when some 150-plus were put up in Millcombe in 
the early morning. The flock left the island 
in a Northerly direction, A week later , on 
November 3rd 1 -two +arge flocks were seen 9 the 
first of about 60 on the East side at 11 . 00 
hours moving North , and a second flock of c.150 
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was watched coming in off the sea from a south
westerly direction 9 ove r the Rocket Pond 9 at 
12 , 15 hours .. This flock also moved North over 
the i s land . About eight birds r e mained on the 
island in the evening 9 but the following morn
ing the r e were a bout l OO in the Hotel garden 
and small parties along t he Eas t coas t . On th e 
5th 9 52 birds were count ed on the island 9 after 
whi ch there we r e only sma l l numbers recorded 
until the 18 t h when a fl ock of c . l OO fl ew South 
over Mil lcombe at 13.00 hours . Only two we r e 
seen the f oll owing day 7 but on t he 21st a f l ock 
of 40 was p re sent and on 22nd~ 51 were count ed 
along the East coast. 'I'ha only recor d for the 
r emai nder of the mon th was two on 28 th . A 
single was p r esent De cember lst 7 and the only 
other re cord was 20 on the 12 t h. 

235 , TURTLE DOVE ( Str eptope li a tur t ur) . 
Reco r ded in numbers of up t o 4 from May 7th to 
the en d of the month 7 s ing l e June 2nd 7 9 on 
4 t h 9 3 the following day 1 one on 8th and eight 
on 9 th brought t he Spring passage to a clo se . 
Singles recor ded July 6 th 7 9th and llth may 
well have been the same bird. 

Very s light Autumn passage 7 of singles August 
19th , 20 th; 23rd, ~~ 8thy September 5th and ll th 
and October 6th ) and four on the 7tlL 

237 . CUCKOO (Cuculus ca~o r\!-s) , 
First r ecord i'!Iay 4th one or al mos t dai l y until 
June lOth . Singles J une 30th 5 July 11 th-1 2th . 
Up t o four r egul ar ly July 19th to September 
2nd . A V•3 ry late j uvenile on Octo be r 7th was 
t he on ly other record Thi s i s the l ates t 
date r ecorded for this spec i es on Lundy , 

249. SHORT-EARED OWL (Asto r l amme us). 
Four Mar ch 14th 7 s ing l e-;- on loth ~nd and 
30th and on April 29th . Autumn r ecords of 
singles Octobe r llth 9 13th and 15th , Novembe r 
7th 7 8th and 30th (two), and December l s t , 

252 . NIGH'rJAR (Caprimulgus europeus) . 
Sing l es August 4th and 18th~ the only r ecords 
this year . 



255. SWIFT (Apus apus). 
Two April 29th 9 one the following day and then 
a gap until May 4th 9 when there were some 35 
present 9 c.lOO the two days following and then 
fairly regularly in numbers of up to 20 9 or 
occasionally more ~ up until August l9th 9 after 
which the r e was a single on 28th and at least 
2 on 30th Augus t and a very late single on 
October 6th . Largest numbers were c , 90 July 
15th and c . lOO on August 4th , 

257, ALPINE SWIFT (Apus melba). 
One May 9th to 11th .. The first record for 
Lundy. First seen with ordinary Swifts hawk
ing after in sects near Church Tower and Castle 
area~ much ,bigger 9 brown in colour 9 white 
belly and throat separated by brown chest band 
which was clearly visible . It was wat ched at 
distances down to 10 yards and was 8een by 
most of the i s l anders . 

261. HOOPOE ( Upupa ep~ps ) , 
Three singles March 27th-28th 9 111ay 12th and 
September 7th-9th . 

263. GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER ( Dendrocopos 
ma,ior) o 

One in tree s at Quarry Pond August 31st and 
?eptember lst is only the third record for 
Lundy . 

265. WRYNECK (Jynx torquilla). 
One taken in terrace trap on September 21st. 

271. WOOD LARK (Lull ula arborea) . 
Two birds present in potato field October 
29th and 30th , 

272. SKYLARK (Alauda arvensis) . 
Flocks of c.lOO March 18th to 20th. Bred but 
possibly in fewer numbers than in recent years . 
Autumn movement from_ October 6th c.SO. Main 
movement October l2th-29th 9 when over lOO 
present daily . Peaks of c .200 October l9th 9 

c.250 October 22nd-23rd; steady at c.thirty 
throughout November. 



274, SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica) , 
First one March 28th 9 then none until April 
2nd, after which almost daily , First large 
movement April 28th when c , 500 were feeding 
over the i s land for most of the day . The num
ber had halved the following day and on 30th 
c . lOO wer e recorded , May 2nd c.200 , 500 on 
4th, l OO on 5th , 250 on 6th was the period of 
great est ac tivity, only one more l arge flock 
of c .200 on May 22nd. One pair bred in the 
roof of the Reservoir building and the young 
were ringed , 

First large .Autumn flocks cc75 .A ugu st 4th , 
160 .August 28 th and 200 on 30th . Passage slow 
in Septembe r unt il 250 on 20th and a more spec
tacular movement of at least 2,000 on 23rd 7 

partie s of c . 200 on 27th, 28th and October l st. 
Movement virtuall;y over by mid-October bu t odd 
birds seen until November 13th . The l arge num
ber ringed were caught mainly in mist nets,the 
best s ite being over the str eam at Mill combe , 

276,. HOUSE MARTIN (De li chon urbica) , 
First three on .Apr i l 27th 9 then intermittently 
t hrough May aDd June in number up to twenty 
five except for c . 250 on May 22nd . One on July 
l st, two on 2nd and one on 19th , One again on 
August 4th and f our on 17th , .Autwnn passage 
from Sep t embe r coinciding with Swallows, c.50 
on 20th , c . 6o on 23rd 7 c.8o on 27 t h, last one 
October 22nd. 

277, SAND MARri'IN (Rinaria riparia)" 
.About thirty on March 27th were the fir st, more 
r ecorded than i n the previous year. Apri l 
peak e i ght y on 4th. Large numbers in May when 
c.400 moved north with Swallows on 4th 1 c,60 
on 5th and 7 5 on 6th 7 th en small numbe r s of up 
t o six until June 3rd . Slight intermitten t 
p assage from July 4th inci'eased to e i ghty on 
19th , Augus t peaks c . 75 on 4th , c,200 on 30th 
and 70 on 31s t , In Septe mber c, 50 on 2nd and 
c.60 on 23rd 9 last s i ngles October lst and 5th . 



278. GOLDEN ORIOLE (Oriolus oriolus) . 
A female on May lOth in the Quarry Pond area 1 

the only record. 

279. RAVEN (Corvus corax). 
Two pairs bred 1 one in Raven Gully and the 
other on Long Ruse site; additional birds were 
present 9 possibly a third pair but no nest 
could be found. 

280. CARRION CROW (Corvus corone). 
Six or seven pairs bred . No large Spring 
flocks but about twenty-six at end of Septem
ber and forty-four on October 4th - rather 
too large a population. 

283 . J.ACKDAW ( Corvus monedula). 
One March 14th-17th and one or two on four 
date s in April with singles May llth and 31st. 
Two on October 14th and November 23rd and one 
from December 5th tc 11th . 

288. GREAT TIT (Parus major) . 
Up to four most days October 3rd to 19th. 
Singles later and on four days in November 
and on December 2nd. 

289. BLUE TIT (Parus caeruleus) . 
Singles October 4th 9 12th-17th and 
November 4th-5th . 

290. COAL TIT (Parus ater) . 
Singles October 6th to 19th and November 2nd . 

298 . TREE CREEPER (Certhia familiaris) ,, 
One on September lOth , 

299 . WREN (Troglodyte::? troglodytes) . 
No evidence of movement noted . 

301 , MISTLE THRUSH (Turdus viscivorus) . 
One in the tillage field July 7th and another 
September 30th ' and small numbers most days 
October and November with maximum ten October 
30th and eight November 28th . 
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302. FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris). 
Sing l es March l4th 9 17th and 18th and two on 
March 26th and April lst . Small nwnbers f'rom 
October 6thj fifty on 13th. Up to thirty most 
days in November and until 2nd December , A 
much smaller passage this year . 

303 a SONG THRUSH (Turdus ericetorum) ~ 
No Spring passage; one pair bred9 apparently 
rearing two broods . Aut umn passage from Octo
ber 7th t c e nd of November . Main pe aks Oc t obe r 
13th 100 1 29th 150 and 31st 250. November 6th 
100 7 decre asing to abo u t eight at end o f month . 

304 " REDWI NG (Turdus musicus) ,. 
Singles on March 16th and April 13th a Autumn 
records f r om October 4th 1 peaks coindding 
with those of Song Thrush 9 ca300 October l3th 9 

Ca200 on 29th , 500 on 3lst 7 c . 300 No vember lst 9 

150 on 3rd and lOO on 6 t h. The main movement 
was between Oct ober 28th and November 7th . 

307 " RING OUZEL (Turdus d torguatus) . 
One A}lril 2nd 7 five on 13th. Autumn passage 
started August 27th and was r ecorded almost 
daily until October 18th 7 the largest number 
being twe l ve on 8th September and also on 7th 
November . 

308a BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula) " 
About twenty pairs breeding as usuaL Migrants 
appeared a s a slight increase on September 30th 
but no real movement until October 8th . Peaks 
occurred at the same time as the other thrushes 
and the highest count was 300 on October 31st , 
Numbers were down to fifty by the end of 
Nove mber. 

311. VffiEATEAR ( Oenan the oenan the) • 
A s i ngl e male oh March ljth 9 none until 20th 9 

forty on 22nd and. lOO on 25th~ 150 on April 
24th and 70 on May 9th-10th. Up to ten pairs 
bred , First l arge Autumn movement was on 
August 13th of c. lOO. More numerous than the 
previous year 9 the numbe rs excee ded fifty on 
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twelve occasions 9 falling in mid-October with 
the last on 18th. One caught in the tillage 
field on May 8th with a Danish ring had been 
ringed as a juvenile in Greenland in 1958, 

317, STONECHAT ( Saxicola torguata) , 
Single males March 13th and 16th 9 male and 
female on 15th . One September 9th 9 four on 
l3th 9 then most days until November 8th with 

I" 

ten or more on three occasions ,. Largest count 
fift een on October lst , Single birds on 25th 
and 29th November and a male and female on 
December 2nd 

318. WHINCHAT (Saxicola rubetra) c 
Sing l e s May 9th and lOth and June lst , One 
July 7th 9 three on 9th 9 two on 26th and up to 
four on ten occasions in .August , Up to twelve 
daily in September 9 four singles in October 9 

last on 12th , 

320. REDSTART (Phoenicurus phoenicurus) . 
Singles .April 13th 9 May 13th and 25th-27th" 
Five on August 18th 9 one on 20th and 25th and 
two on 30th . Up to eight most days in Septem
ber and on seven days in October up to four 
until 16th o 

321 . BLACK REDSTART (Phoenicurus ochrurus) . 
One March 25th 9 one or two on thirteen occa
sions between October 5th and November 15th . 
~nis species has been less common on Lundy in 
recent years , 

325 . ROBIN (Eri thacus rubecula) , 
Breeding numbers as usual with no signs of 
movement . 

327 o GRASSHOPPER WARBLER (I.ocustella naevia) o 

One April 26th , six . on 29th and three on 30th , 
Two on May 2nd and one on 5th, Singles on 
July 27th and August l8th-l9th 9 up to five on 
dates between August 21st and September 22nd 9 

with a last record of three on October 7th 9 

one of these being caught at South Light at 
night , 



331. MOUSTACHED WARBLER (Lus c iniola me l anopogon ). 
One on May 2nd 9 t he first for Lundy and t he 
f o urth Bri tish r ecord. It was watche d for ten 
minutes in Mill combe garden s with Sedge Wa rb
l e r s oft en in the same fi e ld of view . It dif
fered markedly 9 being generally much darker in 
co l our with a l a r ge conspicuous eyestripe and 
t he back much darker brown and less streaked 
than the Sedge Warb l er with pal e r underparts. 
A mist net was fet ched but the bird could not 
be found again ., 

339/340 . MEIDDIOUS or I CTERINE WARBLER 
(Hippolais spp <) •. 

One hippol ais spp~ seen by F . W. Gade in the 
Hotel gardens September 6th and another by 
J .. K .. Bowes in the t illage fi e ld May 1 2 t h were 
both probably Melodious. Brief glimpses of 
another a t the Sout h Light on Oc tober 7th , 

343. BLACKCAP ( Syl via atricapilla) , 
Singles April 13th and 30th, both ma l es , 
Autumn re cords o f twelve on September 20 th 
and t wo on 29th and up t o six birds on sixt een 
dates in October and s i x in November. Last 
r ecord December l st , 

346. GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvi a bori n), 
No Spring r ecords . Singl es from Augus t lO th 
on four dates and on s i x dates in September .. 
~vo on October 3rd and one on 8 t h - 9th , 

34 7. vVHITETHHOAT ( Syl v i a communis) " 
One pair bred in Mill combe and raised two or 
three young Fir s t one seen April 1 7th 9 one 
on 25t h 1 fifty on 28th a.11d 200 on 30 t h .. 
Steady passage t h roug hout May wi t h peak of 1 50 
on 22nd. Autumn ~ovement from Augu st 4th wi th 
fift een 9 160 on 16th and l OO on 31 st. Influx 
of l OO on September 2nd 9 1 50 on 3rd. Numbe rs 
then dropped until a huge fall of so me 900 
took p l ace on 8th during a peri od of s light 
easterly winds and sea mist. No o ther birds 
seemed t o be involved in the movement . Only 
eig hty seen on the f o l lowing day and numbers 



declined steadily to the end of the month . Up 
to four on several dates in October and one 
surprising late single on November 5th , 

348. LESSER WHITETHROAT (§ylvia curruca). 
One on October 15th in the Terrace trap was 
the second of this species ringed at the 
Observatory. 

354/356. WILLOW WARBLER (Phylloscopus 
trochilus) ., 

CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus co:l[;Ybita). 
First Chiffchaff seen March 16th , then daily 
from NJ:arch 21st to May 25th with peak of fifty 
on March 28th . The first Willow Warblers were 
seen on April 2nd and most of 100 seen on April 
2nd were Chiffchaffs, numbers fluctuated until 
April 28th when a large fall of Willow Warblers 

, comprising most of the 800 phylloscopus estim
ated to be present, took place. Numbers de
creased to 250 by the 30th and only occasional 
Chif:fchaffs were recorded in May while the, num
ber of Willow Warblers fell from 100 on 1st to 
only one on 25th . Movement again took place 
from J'uly lOth 9 the main activity being from 
27th until August lst when 100-130 were seen 
daily, nearly all Willow Warblers . August 
peaks 9 100 on 8thj 350 on 12th and 300 on 13th 
which had almost all gone on the following day 9 

200 again on 16th; nearly all Willows. Num
bers fluctuated until early October with one 
large count of 130 on September ' 3rd. Last 
definite Willow on October 3rd 9 but Chiff
chaffs present until November 11th. 

357. WOOD WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix) . 
Two on :May 11th and six on August 20th. 

359. ARCTIC WARBLER (Phyll oscopus borealis) . 
One in mist net on September 6th was a problem 
as it showed none of the wing-bars normally 
associated with this species although it dif
fered from a Willow Warbler when they were 
both in the hand together. The short first 
primary which characterises this species gave 
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the clue to identification . A detailed des
cription was sent to the 'Rare Birds Committee' 
and it was accepted as being of this species 9 

the first time recorded on Lundy. 

364. GO LDCREST (Regulus regulus) , 
Up to ten daily until April 16th. Singles on 
July 27th-30th and up to three on ten days in 
August and up to fifteen almost daily in Sep
tember with a peak of thirty on 30th. Main 
movement on October 8th ] 9th and lOth when over 
forty were seen, numbers then decreased and up 
to ten were seen on most days in November and 
s i ng l es on Decembel' l st and 8th. 

365. FIRECREST (Regulus ignicapillus) , 
One on October 13th , two on Novembe r 4th and 
one on December lst . 

366. SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Musci ca2a striata) . 
April 28 th and May 6th were the first and then 
about ten daily until May 22nd when an influx 
of c.200 took place after strong easterly 
winds 9 numbers down to forty the following day 
and down to five on June 6th when the movemen t 
ceased . A pai r nested in the creeper on Mill
combe House and f our young were reared . 

Autumn movement from .July 25th with peaks of 
eighty on August l6th 9 seven ty on 2l st j up to 
fifty daily in early September with a peak of 
120 on 3rd, the singles until October lOth . 
More numerous than usua l . 

368. PIED FLYCATCHER (Mus ci capa hypoleuca) ,. 
Singles May 9th-ll th , Large numbers for thi s 
species in Autumn from August 8th with c.40 on 
18th, c.80 on September 6th and forty on llth , 
October numbers up t o seven daily until 16th . 

370. RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER (Musci· apa parva) . 
One Septembe r 11th-13th and singl es on October 
l st 9 12th and 14th. 

371 . DUNNOCK (Prunella modular is). 
Nested as usual with no evi dence of change of 
population or movement , 
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373. MEADOW PIPIT (.Anthus pratensis). 
Flock of' c.lOO on March 13th and .April 2nd. 
Breeding population unchanged. Largest 
.August count was on 13th of' 120. Little move
ment in September until 200 on l9th 9 but a 
large movement of' 1 9 000 or more took place on 
22nd af'ter which numbers f'luctuated between 
200 and 600 daily. October peaks were 500 on 
7th 9 250 on 12th and 300 on 18th. Numbers 
down to the ~esident population of 30/40 at 
end of' month, 

376. TREE PIPIT (.Anthus trivialis). 
Up to three almost daily August 21st to Sep
tember 28th and singles on six dates between 
October 7th and 19th. 

378 . RED-THROA'I1ED PIPIT (Anthus cervinus). 
Two, almost certainly a pair, were in the till
age field on May 7th and still there on 8th 
when one was caught and ringed, the f'irst to 
be ringed in Britain , This species has not 
previously been recorded on Lundy. 

379. ROCK PIPIT (Anthus spinoletta). 
No change of status 9 a f'ew moving with ~ffeadow 

Pipits in late September. 

380. PIED/WHITE WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba). 
Up to f'ifteen Pied in March ,. White were 
recorded from .April 23rd to 27th with a maxi
mum of three and one on May 8th. Four or five 
pairs again bred. Single Whites on six days 
in July an<;l on August 4th, but main movement 
in September when thirty were seen on 8th" 

381 . GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea). 
Three on April 30th and May lst. Singles 
August 29th-31st. Almost daily in September 
and early October up to five in number and 
last date October 14th. 

382. YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava). 
One on April 26th 9 fo.ur on 29th 9 three on May 
8th. Again seen f'rom August 18th to October 
16th with main movement at end of August when 



a peak of' twenty-two on 27th was reached. 

388. RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius collurio). 
One trapped August 21st 9 a bird of the year ,, 

389. STARLING (Sterna vulgaris). 
Only large Spring movement was of 200 on March 
17th 9 only small numbers in April 9 May and 
June, ninety on June 21st being the largest 
count. On July 15th fourteen were seen and 
none in .August. Seen almost daily from Septem
ber 15th, reaching 175 on 29th. Numbers 
varied in October, reaching 850 on llth, but 
not otherwise above 500 until 29th, when a 
flock of c " 3 , 000 flew north at 08.00 hcurs 
followed by small flocks throughout the day , 
This was the first of several terrific move
ments in the late .Autumn, over 1 9 000 birds be
ing recorded on eight occasions in the first 
three weeks of November,. By far the most spec
tacular' was on Novembe r 6th when at least 
10 9000 birds moved south in parties of 50/200 
throughout the day, while on the 7th about 
twice that number flew north in one terrific 
movement between 07.45 and08.15 . At one time 
the Airfield and Acland's Moor, north of the 
Old Light, was black with Starlings which 
rested a few minutes before moving on. During 
these movements up t o 500 or more frequently 
roosted on the island, usually on the Church 
Tower, occasionally on the Old Light itself and 
in rhododendrons . Night ringing marked nearly 
300 birds before the supply of rings ran out. 
Many perished in the storms around November 
15th 9 twenty or more being picked up daily 
while the bad weather prevented them from leav
ing the island. After a steady decrease about 
200 remained at the end of the month. 

391. HAWFINCH ( Coccothraustes coccothraustcs). 
Singles on October 8th, 14th and 25th , 

392. GREENFINCH (Chloris chloris). 
One on April 18th, the only Spring record . 
Present on most days October 1st to December 
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12th in numbers up to fifteen , 

393. GOLDFINCH (Carduelis carduelis) , 
Almost daily in Spring with a maximum of four
teen on April 16th. One pair bred, successfully 
while a second pair 9 found feeding young in 
Gannets Combe 9 might well have nested. .Autumn 
passage in small numbers of less than twelve 
but fifteen seen on December 12th. 

394 , SISKIN (Carduelis spinus) " 
An exceptional passage in Autumn , Seven on 
October 7th 9 sixteen on 9th 9 58 on 13th and 
103 on 14th 9 the peak being reached at the end 
of the month when 200 on 24th and 250 on 25th 
were estimated 9 mostly flying south " A small 
flock remained until November 26th and five on 
December 12th. Four were ringed 9 the first 
time that this sp e cies has been caught on Lundy . 

39 5. LI'N'NET ( Carduelis cannabina) . 
Small fl o cks of up to forty in April and May 
before pairing off. No influx until .August 
18th when lOO were seen , 200 on 19th, building 
up to 300 by September l9th 9 de creasing to 30 
during October. A few were seen during Novem
ber and about thirty on December 4th ,, 

397. REDPOLL (Carduelis flamrnea) , 
One on September 27th 7 one on October 5th , 
three on 6th , five on 7th 9 t wo on 8th and 13th . 
Singles i~ November on 22nd and 23rd. 

400. SERIN (Serinus canarius). 
A first winter male on April 23rd in the High 
Street near the hen run, the second record for 
the island 9 the previous being of four on 
April 21st, 1943 · ' ' 

401" :BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula pyrrhula). 
One or two on seven dates between November 
3rd and 29th. 

402 o SCARLET GRO S:BEAK ( Carpodaous erythrinus) o 

One caught in a mist net on September 10th 9 

the first record for Lundy 9 a female or first 



winter bird. It remained on the island until 
the 13th . 

404 . CROSSBILL (Loxi~ curvirostra ) . 
One on July 4th 9 three on l5th 9 one on 16th, 
then daily f'rom 21st t o August 12th with up to 
thi rty-five on the i s l and at a timo . The f i rst 
arrivals were exhausted and easy to catch and 
at one time nine were present a..11d all were 
ringed. Only t wo remained on August 12th. 
Se en on six further dates i n August and f our 
da t es in September, al l of three or l ess and 
one l ate bird ~n October 13th. 

407 . CHAFFINCH (Fring illa coe l ebs). 
Nine or ten breeding pairs . I.arge Autumn mo ve 
ments f'rom Oc t ober 3r d 9 numbers being in oxcess 
of 150 on most days with many birds passing 
south in small fl ocks high over the island in 
f'avourable condi tions , Peak days were October 
14th and 30th with estimates of 59 000 each . 
I n November number s varie d from l OO t o 850 and 
a flock of 300 was on the island on Decemb er 
12th. 

408. BRAMBLING (Fringilla mon tifring illa) .. 
Almost daily October 6th t o November 28th with 
main movemen t of' f' i fty on October- 13th and 77 
cotmted on 14th, otherwise the highes t dai l y 
t otal was fif'te en on November 7th . 

409. YELLOVVIIAl\ITidER (Ernberiza ci trinel la) , 
A pair on April lOth and one on April 24th . 
Autumn sing l es on October 16th and November 
lOth-12th. 

416. ORTOL.AN BUNTING (Emberiza hortulana) . 
One immature in the High Street on September 3rd . 

421 . REED BUNTING (Ernber iza schoeniclus). 
Up t o f'our on most days from October 6 th to 
15th and s ingles from November 2nd to 6th 

422 . LAPLAND BUNTING (Cal carius lapponicus) . 
Singles September 22nd and 27th 9 two on 2Sth 9 

at least three on 30th . One on October lst, 
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four on 7th 9 one on l2th 7. two on 13th. One 
again on November 26th-27th. 

423. SNOW BUNTING (Plectrophena.x. nivalis) . 
Singles April 9th 9 lOth and 14th 7 a pair on 
22nd . Two Sep tember 26th and one on the foll
owing two da.ys. Up to four on eight dates in 
October and two on November 12th . 

424 . HOUSE SPARROW (P asser domesticus) ·~ 
One May 8th 9 a male and -;femal e remained for 
some weeks from 9th , Three fir st year birds 
on October 20th , 

425 . TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus) . 
Sing l e s May 9th, 10 t h a..r1d 13th , 
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